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the entire State of New York, you can
see there is not a county in the State
of New York where median income has
gone up. Why? Well, one of the main
reasons is the Democratic politicians
in New York have prohibited devel-
oping those natural resources because
they ban fracking.

So in Pennsylvania, Pennsylvanians
apparently would like jobs, would like
higher median incomes. They are see-
ing the benefits. But in New York, New
Yorkers are not because Democratic
politicians in New York have prohib-
ited developing those resources.

I would note that one of the most
promising areas is the Monterey shale
in California—abundant resources—and
you would note, in the entire State of
California there is not one green coun-
ty. That is because California, like-
wise—even though they have those re-
sources, the Democratic politicians
there have concluded Californians do
not want jobs, they do not want higher
incomes, and they are going to prohibit
developing their mnatural resources
rather than providing for the very real
suffering that is being caused.

I would note, there is one striking ex-
ception from this pattern being largely
a geological shale formation of this
country, and that is the bright green
on the map that is located right here
where we are standing—the District of
Columbia and the surrounding areas.

Let me tell you, it is a good time to
be in and around government. The lob-
byists, the consultants, those who
make money on the growing and grow-
ing and growing Federal Government
spending and debt, are getting fatter
and happier every day. You look at the
rest of the country, and you see stagna-
tion, you see median income falling.

Rather than engaging in political
games—driven by polling done by the
Democratic Senatorial Committee on
this minimum wage bill that, if passed,
would only hurt low-income African-
American and Hispanic teenagers—in-
stead, we ought to come together with
bipartisan unanimity to say: We will
stand with the American people to
bring millions of jobs. We will stand
with the American people to raise me-
dian income. We will stand with the
American people to make it easier for
people who are struggling to achieve
the American dream.

Therefore, I have proposed an amend-
ment to replace the text of S. 2223, the
minimum wage act, with the text of
the American Energy Renaissance Act
that I have introduced, S. 2170.

We should all come together and vote
on removing the government barriers,
opening new Federal lands and re-
sources, developing high-paying, prom-
ising jobs that expand opportunity.

In conclusion, let me say this debate
comes down to two numbers. It is not a
complicated debate. This debate comes
down to two numbers. On my left, the
real Obama minimum wage: $0.00 an
hour. I am sorry to say, in this Demo-
cratic Senate, this Chamber is largely
empty. There is no discussion of funda-
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mental tax reform or regulatory re-
form, of removing the barriers that
have caused the lowest labor force par-
ticipation since 1978.

Instead, we are debating a bill to in-
crease unemployment. This minimum-
wage bill—the nonpartisan CBO has
told us more people would be paid $0.00
an hour under the bill before this
Chamber. No wonder Congress’s ap-
proval rating is 8, 10, 12 percent, when
you take the greatest challenge facing
Americans right now—the need for eco-
nomic growth and jobs—and the U.S.
Senate in Democratic control will not
even talk about providing real relief
there. No wonder people are disgusted
with the U.S. Congress.

You want to know what this debate
is about? Compare $0.00 an hour to
$46.98 an hour. I want to see millions of
Americans making $40, $50, $60 an hour,
providing for their kids, having a bet-
ter future.

As 1 travel this country, over and
over again, men and women come up to
me. They look me in the eyes and say:
Ted, I am scared. I am scared that we
are bankrupting this country. I am
scared that my kids and grandkids are
not going to have the future, the op-
portunity, the freedom we have been
blessed to have.

This U.S. Senate has an opportunity
to address that. We should pass the
American Energy Renaissance Act. We
should stop making it harder for work-
ing Americans, but, instead, we should
come together for jobs and economic
growth.

Thank you, Madam President.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF THEODORE DAVID
CHUANG TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF MARYLAND

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 591.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion
to proceed.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Theodore David Chuang, of
Maryland, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Maryland.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Madam President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
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under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Theodore David Chuang, of Maryland, to
be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Maryland.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Elizabeth
Warren, Robert Menendez, Barbara Mi-
kulski, Jack Reed, Richard
Blumenthal, Carl Levin, Christopher
Murphy, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Patty Murray, Thomas R.
Carper, John D. Rockefeller IV, Jeff
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Benjamin
L. Cardin.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum call under rule XXII be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF GEORGE JARROD
HAZEL TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF MARYLAND

Mr. REID. I now proceed to executive
session to consider Calendar No. 592.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of George Jarrod Hazel, of
Maryland, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Maryland.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of George Jarrod Hazel, of Maryland, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Maryland.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Elizabeth
Warren, Robert Menendez, Barbara Mi-
kulski, Jack Reed, Richard
Blumenthal, Carl Levin, Christopher
Murphy, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Patty Murray, Thomas R.
Carper, John D. Rockefeller IV, Jeff
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Benjamin
L. Cardin.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum call under rule XXII be
waived.
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